
ELT TEACHING WRITING AS A PROCESS

What is process writing? Why should teachers be interested in a process approach to writing? The changing roles of
teacher and students.

Through a process of drafting and redrafting, it is that much more likely that language will be acquired.
Emphasize the audience Learners are more likely to want to plan and draft if there is a real reason for writing
the best possible text that they can. As mentioned above, texts can be classified into different genres and are
normally written for different social purposes. There is a useful presentation from Russell Stannard on this
here. Teachers will provide notes on the writing on the back. The typical structure for a process writing lesson
might be: 1 Brainstorming ideas. Standard correction begins slowly, and children are encouraged to
communicate through writing, despite limited understanding of structure. The answers to these questions will
form the basis to the composition. This would be marked and graded by the teacher. So, given the positives
and the drawbacks of the process approach, what can we take from it, and how might we mix it up? In each
case of these cases the same room would be described - but the content, organisation, style etc of the text
would be very different. Planning a Module Two course with another centre? Ask students to come up with
various themes that could be covered in a journal hobbies, work-related themes, observations of family and
friends, etc. Don't underestimate how tough it is. Moderate marking of the surface structure errors in student
papers, focusing on sets or patterns of related errors. But please acknowledge us - don't steal our ideas. After
this first session, collect students' workbooks once a week and correct only one piece of their writing. A
process genre approach to teaching writing It would be a good idea to mix the advantages of the three
approaches described above. See this article for more indepth discussion of this. This means that we cannot
necessarily assume that our learners know what the genre features of the text types we want them to produce
are. Again, the use of collaborative work, is a reflection of how elements of humanistic and constructivist
learning have been incorporated. Eg if the title of the piece of writing to be produced was My Favourite Room
the teacher might present a text describing her own favourite room. Figure 2: Process Writing How to teach
writing Genre writing Recent studies on the genres of writing have revived interest in some features of the
product approach. Or it could be that the student who rented the room sent an email home, describing what the
room was like. Learners are helped to analyse the difference between them, and are given practice in each of
them, before being asked to write a text of their own. However, there are also some issues with process writing
at least if done in the traditional way outlined above : Not all students indeed not many at all in my experience
are very keen on brainstorming, planning, drafting and redrafting their work. Students may also react
negatively to reworking the same material, but as long as the activities are varied and the objectives clear, then
they will usually accept doing so. Later this text is revised. As with speaking, it is necessary to provide a
supportive environment for the students and be patient. It also helps if the reader is more than just the teacher.


