
SKELETAL REMAINS OF THE MUNGO MAN

The Lake Mungo remains are three prominent sets of Aboriginal Australian human remains: The remains designated
Mungo man (LM3) were discovered in , and are dated to around 42, years old, the Pleistocene epoch, and are the.

Pinterest Geologist Jim Bowler, who was part of the discovery party, is trying to finish a book on Mungo Man.
It supported a significant human population and had abundant resources, as well as many varieties of
Australian megafauna. No labels. The study also found that LM1 was a similar age to LM3, and not 30, years
old, as previously thought. Later, scientists would redate the bones at 42â€”44, years. Every year the lake
produces a new crop of exposures as the skin-baking Outback air strips the surface with each gust to reveal a
veritable time capsule buried underneath. And I believe that view is shared almost without reservation by the
indigenous people. The Lake Mungo site is not only of great archaeological significance but it also provides
important spiritual and cultural links for its traditional ownersâ€”the Paakantji, Ngiampaa, and Mutthi Mutthi
peopleâ€”to their ancestors. Australian Story: Lisa McGregor He alerted archaeologists at the Australian
National University and the team rushed to the scene, carefully excavating Mungo Man and taking him
kilometres away to Canberra. In Bowler discovered the complete skeleton of a man, known as Mungo Man.
Very limited detailed information was published before the bones were unconditionally repatriated to the
Indigenous people of Australia in  They and their contemporaries are in the songlines that criss-cross the lakes.
Meanwhile, Indigenous groups have been pushing to bring Mungo Man back home. Early Celtic tradition is a
monastic tradition I relate to. The Paakantji Aboriginal says he recently buried fake artifacts throughout the
lunette in an experiment for La Trobe University. When the bones of Australia's oldest and most complete
human were unearthed in the s it rewrote history. And no 40 years in a box at a university. LM1 had become a
symbol of the long Aboriginal occupation in Australia, and an important icon for both archaeologists and
indigenous Australians. The body had been laid out in great ceremony on its back, with knees bent and hands
positioned at the groin with the fingers interlocked. Among the numerous valuable sources of evidence are
middens food waste, including shellfish, fish, yabbies [crayfish] and mammals , fireplaces, stone tools, and
other objects that predate the ice age. His family also sprinkled red ochre which was important amongst the
people who lived in the deserts as it symbolises the blood of ancestral beings. The most recent is the pale
brown Zanci layer, which was laid down mostly between 25, and 15, years ago. Another important
archaeological find occurred in , when 20,year-old footprints of the Willandra people were uncovered. But
many scientists fear burying Mungo Man will close off any chance of future research. Some have argued that
42 years of scientific access to the remains is long enough for research to learn everything we can from the
remains. But within 6, years of the glacial maximum, the rapidly warming climate had turned Lake Mungo
salty, then parched. Only three of the ancient remains from the Willandra have been reliably dated, and there
are more than other skeletons that have no direct age estimates associated with them. We come from the
bloody cosmos and through us now the cosmos is exploring itself. The discovery forced a greater appreciation
of the culture of the First Australians and was one of the main reasons that the Willandra Lakes area was given
World Heritage status in  And then he will go into a basement and be forgotten. In the model, humans then
fairly quickly spread over the whole globe, from that starting point or bottleneck indeed, with Australia being
perhaps the farthest, most difficult to reach, area. Mungo Man was found with his legs and hands together, his
hands were placed over his genitals with red ochre sprinkled on his chest. Also interviewed were Professor
Jim Bowler and other scientists associated with the discovery and subsequent research. In , an electron spin
resonance test conducted on bone fragments from LM3's skeleton established an estimate of his age at 31,
years, plus or minus 7, years. Further research may allow us to see how the ancient Australians interacted with
the seasonal movement of the great megafauna herds and their migrations who we know now overlapped with
people in the Willandra as recently as 32, years ago. Some wanted the remains returned and reburied
immediately. Dr Bowler, like many of his colleagues, acknowledges the Indigenous community's right to
decide Mungo Man's fate, but believes it would be "inappropriate for his bones to be reburied out of sight, out
of mind".


