
AN ANALYSIS OF THE USE IF SATIRE IN LITERATURE

Part of the English Language and Literature Commons. This Article is Messages that would be ignored or punished if
overtly declared are Irony. Satire uses irony, often in a humorous way, to point out the problems with.

It argues that their lot as scribes is not only useful, but far superior to that of the ordinary man. To mock
literary or stylistic conventions. The writer considers it his obligation to expose these vices for the betterment
of humanity. Satire is an extremely powerful tool to provide a moral lesson with a didactic purpose. The
so-called put-on, whether a play Samuel Beckett's Breath, in which breathing is heard on a blacked-out stage ,
a joke Lenny Bruce's nightclub routines , or an artifact John Chamberlain's smashed-up cars , seeks to confuse
its audience by presenting the fraudulent as a true work of art, thus rendering the whole concept of "art"
questionable. For instance, Mark Twain's Adventures of Huckleberry Finn satirizes the hypocrisies of
pre-Civil-War society in the American South, especially its traditions of racism and slavery. Dews et al. One
of the key effects of satires is comforting the afflicted and afflicting the comfortable. The satirist by himself is
virtually impotent to change the vicious behavior of any particular target, for the satirist as himself is just
another small, opinionated prude, and is easily dismissed by any remark that might pass for wit. Consistent
with its title, Charlie Brooker's television series Black Mirror is a dark take on satire, turning satirical
narratives about the modern dependence on technology into stories of sci-fi dystopia and outright horror.
Swift," for example, Swift denies any malicious intent in his works, and affirms his purpose was correction:
As with a moral View design'd To cure the Vices of Mankind: His vein, ironically grave, Expos'd the Fool,
and lash'd the Knave. It intends to improve the humanity by criticizing its follies and foibles. Pagliaro, Harold
E. A common feature of satire is strong irony and sarcasmâ€”"in satire, irony is militant"â€”but parody,
burlesque, exaggeration, juxtaposition, comparison, analogy, and double entendre are all frequently used in
satirical speech and writing. Examples of Satire in Everyday Life Most political cartoons we see every day in
newspapers and magazines are examples of satire. Satire uses humour, exaggeration, irony and ridicule to
expose and criticise problems present in society. What type of satire is it? A third, less common type of satire
is Menippean satire, named after Menippus, the Greek cynic and satirist. A writer in a satire uses fictional
character, which stands for real people to expose and condemn their corruption. However, humor is not a
required element of satire. Irony is a manner of organizing a work so as to give full expression to contradictory
or complementary impulses, attitudes, etc. For more of the finest satire ever created, see our pages on Dorothy
Parker , H. It uses irony to highlight and combat the wrongdoings of public figures and institutions. Satire in
their work is much wider than in the modern sense of the word, including fantastic and highly coloured
humorous writing with little or no real mocking intent. What is the didactic purpose of this satire- what change
does the author want to see? While the play Julius Caesar is not itself a satire, this costuming decision added
an element of satire to the play, since it equated the despotic almost-Roman-emperor with an American
president whom some have criticized as having tyrannical impulses of his own. Satire Definition What is
satire? Satire usually implies the use of irony or sarcasm for censorious or critical purposes and is often
directed at public figures or institutions, conventional behavior, political situations, etc. Amazed, confused, he
found his power expired, Resign'd to fate, and with a sigh retired. Function of Satire The role of satire is to
ridicule or criticize those vices in society the writer considers to be a threat to civilization. The writer
considers it his obligation to expose these vices for the betterment of humanity. Pope, Alexander. In contrast,
Pliny reports that the 6th-century-BC poet Hipponax wrote satirae that were so cruel that the offended hanged
themselves. Satire is a form of comedic criticism. Thus Orpheus travell'd to reform his Kind, Came back, and
tam'd the Brutes he left behind. In his "Apology" prefixed to a Tale of a Tub in , Swift says in discussing his
purpose and method of this "useful and diverting" satire, "Why should any Clergyman of our Church be angry
to see the Follies of Fanaticism and Superstition exposed, tho' in the most ridiculous manner? Arbuthnot"
contains an example: I was not born for Courts or great Affairs, I pay my Debts, believe, and say my pray'rs,
Can sleep without a Poem in my head, Nor know, if Dennis be alive or dead.


