
BASICS OF A GOOD THESIS STATEMENT

Avoid burying a great thesis statement in the middle of a paragraph or late in the Revised thesis: The many scandals of
Hoover's administration revealed basic.

Teachers will have different preferences for the precise location of the thesis, but a good rule of thumb is in
the introduction paragraph, within the last two or three sentences. This means that the statement is not
obvious, and it is not something that everyone agrees is true. The first style uses a list of two or more points. A
revised thesis might look like this: Hunger persists in Appalachia because jobs are scarce and farming in the
infertile soil is rarely profitable. In this thesis, I have made a claim about the theme in Narnia followed by my
reasoning. Be very careful you're not developing a topic that is of interest to you alone. When reviewing your
first draft and its working thesis, ask yourself the following: Do I answer the question? This is a harsh yet
necessary question to ask yourself: will my readers have any reason to care about what I'm writing? This is a
strong thesis because it shows how your experience contradicts a widely-accepted view. Tip: In order to be as
clear as possible in your writing: Unless you're writing a technical report, avoid technical language. Revised
thesis: The many scandals of Hoover's administration revealed basic problems with the Republican Party's
nominating process. Compare the original thesis not specific and clear enough with the revised version much
more specific and clear : Original thesis: Although the timber wolf is a timid and gentle animal, it is being
systematically exterminated. Readers of academic essays are like jury members: before they have read too far,
they want to know what the essay argues as well as how the writer plans to make the argument. For example,
if you're writing a seven-to-ten page paper on hunger, you might say: World hunger has many causes and
effects. Readers need to be able to see that your paper has one main point. Steps in Constructing a Thesis First,
analyze your primary sources. If you complicate your thesis by anticipating the counterargument, you'll
strengthen your argument, as shown in the sentence below. The St. Can you imagine having only five
paragraphs in a six-page paper? Instead of listing two or three distinct points, a thesis can list one overarching
point that all body paragraphs tie into. Please do not use this list as a model for the format of your own
reference list, as it may not match the citation style you are using. Formula for a Strong Argumentative Thesis
One thing I find that is helpful for students is having a clear template. Ramage, John D. Good: Reading
develops a child's mind by fostering comprehension skills, increasing vocabulary, and exposing them to new
worlds they might not otherwise encounter. Now, you have a compass for your entire paper, keeping you
safely on course. What is a thesis statement? If readers strongly disagree with you right off the bat, they may
stop reading. Both the argument and your thesis are likely to need adjustment along the way. Thesis
Statements What this handout is about This handout describes what a thesis statement is, how thesis
statements work in your writing, and how you can craft or refine one for your draft. You will lose credibility
as a writer if you become only a mouthpiece or a copyist; you will gain credibility by grabbing the reader with
your own ideas and words. For example, if you write a paper on hunger, you might say: World hunger has
many causes and effects.


