
A CHARACTER ANALYSIS OF MARIA IN JAMES JOYCES SHORT STORY

CLAY

Of the 15 short stories that make up James Joyce's collection In summary, 'Clay' focuses on Maria, an unmarried
middle-aged Catholic on mood and character (especially character psychology) over plot and action.

The Dublin by Lamplight Laundromat is a place for homeless and otherwise un-attached women to work in a
laundry and get meals and a place to stay. Joe consoles Maria by telling her stories about his office and
offering nuts and wine. Catholicism in Ireland was well known for indulging and somewhat bolstering the old
superstitions â€” the superstitions of fairies and changelings and curses and devils only served to reinforce the
necessity of Christ as salvation. This story is yet another tale dealing with relationships between generations,
and Joe may be weeping because his beloved Maria is not long for this world. The example essays in Kibin's
library were written by real students for real classes. Brief and uneventful, Clay the short story forces the
reader to eye the mundane. Then she goes to a shop in Henry Street, where she fusses over getting a perfect
slice of plum cake as a special treat. The essays in our library are intended to serve as content examples to
inspire you as you write your own essay. It seems likely that Joe feels both nostalgia for the past, when his life
was simpler and included Maria, and also guilt that she has such a tough life now. The festivities continue
happily until Joe asks Maria to sing for the family. The two things that worry Maria are his drinking problem
and the fact that he is no longer speaking to his brother, Alphy. Essays may be lightly modified for readability
or to protect the anonymity of contributors, but we do not edit essay examples prior to publication. Maria
touches the saucer with a mound of wet clay on it, which in games of this sort represents early death. There is
no great drama to be observed, no feuds or life-changing heart-wrenching decisions to be made. Maria also
lives an uneventful life, doing the same things every day in the laundry. After that, the children move on to
another game. Somebody said something about the garden, and at last Mrs. Check out our Privacy and Content
Sharing policies for more information. After serving the women of the laundry their tea, Maria is allowed to
go out for the evening, and she is excited about visiting Joe and his family at their home. Her Protestants are
tolerant of her religion, but will not make allowances for her religious obligations: we see her setting the alarm
for six in the morning, so that she can attend mass before work the next day. That is, although Maria does not
herself tell the story, the reader is privy to her thoughts and no other characters'. Though Maria was at first
uncomfortable with the Protestant association of the charity, she has grown to accept it and is warmly loved by
the staff and residents. But finally an older gentleman lets her have his seat.


