
STANFORD DOCTORAL DISSERTATION READING COMMITTEE FORM

This form is to be submitted by the student to the department graduate studies administrator to appointment of a
doctoral dissertation reading committee.

Committee Membership The University Oral Examination Committee consists of at least five Stanford faculty
members: four examiners and the committee chair from another department. If the reading committee has four
or five members, at least three members comprising the majority must be current or emeritus members of the
Academic Council. Professors who have recently become emeritus and have been recalled to active duty may
serve as principal dissertation advisor, though they are no longer members of the Academic Council. This
person must be particularly well qualified to consult on the dissertation topic and hold a PhD or an equivalent
foreign degree. Requests for further exceptions to the requirement that the principal dissertation advisor be a
current member of the Academic Council, for example for recently retired emeritus professors who are still
actively engaged on campus, will be reviewed by the Office of the Vice Provost for Graduate Education. To
be eligible to vote, an examiner must have been present throughout a substantial part of the examination and
during the final discussion. The reading committee, as proposed by the student and agreed to by the
prospective members, is endorsed by the chair of the major department on the Doctoral Dissertation Reading
Committee form. Conducting and Voting on the Examination A portion of the oral examination may take the
form of a public seminar, but a period of private questioning by the official examining committee must be
included. Department All members of the approved reading committee sign the signature page of the
completed dissertation. In this case, the examination must be rescheduled. Former Stanford Academic Council
members and non-Academic Council members may thus, on occasion, serve on a reading committee.
Dissertation Preparation and Submission The doctoral dissertation must be an original contribution to
scholarship or scientific knowledge and must exemplify the highest standards of the discipline. Normally, all
committee members are members of the Stanford University Academic Council or are emeritus Academic
Council members; the principal dissertation advisor must be an Academic Council member. The chair of a
Stanford oral examination is appointed for this examination only, to represent the interests of the University
for a fair and rigorous process as described above. Student 3. Exceptions for individuals whose terminal
degree is not the Ph. If the conferencing technology fails and the examiner can not fully participate, the
committee may fail to reach its quorum. Bulletin Archive This archived information is dated to the academic
year only and may no longer be current. If a university oral examination committee votes to fail a student, the
committee should remain convened to formulate a recommendation for the department. Previously-published
dissertations should not be used as a guide for preparation of the manuscript. This is to ensure representation
for the student in the department by someone playing a major advisor role in completion of the dissertation.
Students may only have one non-AC member on the reading committee. Professors who have recently become
emeritus and have been recalled to active duty may serve as principal dissertation advisors, though they are no
longer current members of the Academic Council. The only exception to this rule is if you have more than the
three members required for a reading committee. Dissertations may be submitted either in paper form or
electronically, following the guidelines in:. Formal checks will not be done in the final week of the submission
deadline. Submits the dissertation and other required documents by the published deadline. If they are to serve
as the principal dissertation adviser, however, the appointment of a co-adviser who is currently on the
Academic Council is required. The reading committee must conform to University regulations at the time of
degree conferral. In effect, this is a recommendation that the department should terminate the candidate. A
non-Academic Council member including emeritus professors and former Academic Council members may
replace only one of three required members of dissertation reading committees.


