
LORD OF THE FLIES ESSAY ON SYMBOLS

Symbolism - Throughout the novel, Lord of the Flies, Golding uses many images and symbols to portray evil and
destruction. One of the main symbols is the beast, and it destroys the relationships of the boys and is the main symbol
of evil. The conch on the other hand, is the symbol.

One of the most important and most obvious symbols in Lord of the Flies is the object that gives the novel its
name, the pig's head. This I demonstrated when Ralph has Jack and the hunters in control of the fire. In this
way, we can say that the end of adult supervision led to corruption. As long as the fire continues burning, it
suggests not only that the boys want to return to society, but also that they are still using their intellectual
capacity. The second symbol Golding uses to develop the theme is the fire. From his other books like The
Inheritors and The Scorpion God it can still be seen that one of his earlier books, Lord of the Flies, is truly one
of his greatest masterpieces. New formations, which ate in turn subdivided into alterations, compositions, and
creations. The broken glasses show us the loss of humanity on the island and the complete disappearance of
civilisation. Lord of the Flies provides a compelling allegory of human nature, illustrating the three sides of
the psyche through its sharply-defined main characters. Golding uses symbolism, characterization, and
description to illustrate the occurrences and the underlying themes in the novel. The fire is first used as a
signal fire in the hope of a plane or nearby boat seeing the smoke from the fire and coming to rescue the boys.
When the rock lands below, it not only strikes Piggy, but it also shatters the conch shell. Some of those objects
would be insignificant in real life and would most likely be taken for granted. Those hunts can be interpreted
as symbolizing the boys' primal urges or even anarchy. The importance and power would best be compared to
that of a congregation when a Rabbi removes the torah from the ark, which holds it. The story's setting
presents two more symbols that assist in showing the decline of civility on the island. Up to that point, Piggy
and the conch had been two of the few representations of civilization and common sense on the island. This is
very similar to how the boys on the island treated Piggy. For this reason, the conch represents unity. This
behaviour symbolizes a wild and uncivilized culture. As a result of their uncontrolled urges, the boys soon kill
one of their own. Clearly, the boys' fear of the beast and their ironic desire to kill it shows that the hold which
society's rules once had over them has been loosened during the time they have spent without supervision on
the island. If there's a beast, we'll hunt it down! This evil eventually spreads to almost every boy on the island,
just as in the jungle, "darkness poured out, submerging the ways between the trees till they were dim and
strange as the bottom of the sea" p. When the shell is first discovered lying on the sandy beach it is blown to
signal all the boys, scattered across the island, to meet at one spot. Symbols of fire, the conch and water are
described all throughout the novel. However, in the end Roger kills Piggy resulting in evil overpowering
purity, suggesting the end of civilization. This use of symbolism helps the reader to understand the inherent
evil in mankind and the balance between civilisation and the society we live in now versus the inner savagery
that is surfacing in the boys during the book. Author: Wallace Hartsell. And they neglect it in order to go
hunting this creates a great conflict. Golding uses the fire to show us the gradual shift that takes place on the
island as savagery and the inherent evil begins to overcome the need for civilisation. Near the end of the poem,
Taylor gives off a joyous and happy expression in the death of his children, almost coming across as grateful
for the passing of his children. Throughout the novel, Piggy represents the civilization and the rules from
which the boys have been separated, and interestingly, as Piggy loses his ability to see, so do the other boys
lose their vision of that civilization. When they return from a successful hunt in the jungle chanting "Kill the
pig. The crowd gives a "wild whoop" when Jack rebukes Ralph, saying "Bollocks to the rules! The symbols
throughout the novel change with the boys and show how they feel about a rage of issues. The island where
the boys are stranded is a representation of the world and the children display the different roles of society.
The fire can be interpreted in many ways. Certainly, Jack would not have acted in such a way if he had been in
his home society, but behind the mask of paint, Jack feels free to act like a savage. It is people who lived
before civilization, or those now living in an uncivilized society that apply face paint in order either to
camouflage themselves to merge with their surroundings while hunting, or to celebrate in a wild manner.
Throughout the novel, Golding uses many different objects as symbols to illustrate this theme. The beast was
on its knees in the center, its arm folded over its face" p. The next symbol, which dominates much of the tale,
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is that of Fire. Spill her blood," Ralph and Piggy attempt to explain to the hunters that having meat for their
meals is not as important as keeping the signal fire burning p. The relationship between the two groups show
whether or not a society is civilized.


