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Political events, however, would eventually make English the lingua franca for the colonies at large as well as
the literary language of choice. At first sight Mr. What is unique or interesting about a character? One
dissenter from the aesthetic turn, Henry Nash Smith, who was among the first recipients of the Ph. Indeed,
many critics spend more time reading criticism and arguing about critical approaches than actually reading
original works. They were interested both in analyzing and in evaluating literary creationsâ€”i. This work
outlined the ideal society that he and the other Separatists would build in an attempt to realize a "Puritan
utopia". However, the first European settlements in North America had been founded elsewhere many years
earlier. Franklin's Poor Richard's Almanac and The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin are esteemed works
with their wit and influence toward the formation of a budding American identity. A good rule of thumb is that
series have a conventional name and are intentional creations, on the part of the author or publisher. However,
printing was established in the American colonies before it was allowed in most of England. Who we are
reflects how we read texts. Reader-Response Criticism How does the text make you feel? Enter the name of
the series to add the book to it. Always a marginal figure with respect to the academic power centers â€” his
teaching posts were at Montana State University and the State University of New York at Buffalo â€” he had
his finger on the pulse of the larger culture. Some professors went further, claiming for themselves the moral
authority once reserved for the clergy. Here was the keynote of the American studies movement, which
flourished in the postwar years as an eclectic alternative to both English and history at a number of
universities, including Pennsylvania, George Washington, and Case Western Reserve, as well as at Yale,
Harvard, and Berkeley. Most contributors to these magazines had nothing to do with academic life, such as it
was in the antebellum United States. In , Tyler moved to Cornell, where he assumed the first university chair
devoted wholly to American literature and produced his Literary History of the American Revolution  In
trying to prove the origin of their visitor, the villagers lose faith in the possibility of him being an angel
because he does not adhere to their ordered world. If you want to force a particular order, use the character to
divide the number and the descriptor. Consider Irving Babbitt, who specialized at Harvard not in American but
in French literature, and who became a public commentator on issues of the day by waging war in
general-circulation magazines against what he considered the American tendency toward vulgarity and
self-indulgence. In Main Currents in American Thought â€”30 , Parrington, a progressive, reevaluated
American literature in terms of its adherence to the tenets of Jeffersonian democracy. The increase in
population helped account for the greater diversity of opinion in religious and political life as seen in the
literature of this time. The range and imagination of these scholars were far-reaching, but their intellectual
force was centripetal. Two key figures were Benjamin Franklin and Thomas Paine. Though the enthusiasm for
communism waned, Marxism contributed to the historical approach of outstanding critics such as Edmund
Wilson and Kenneth Burke and to the entire school of New York intellectuals that formed around Partisan
Review and included critics such as Lionel Trilling and Philip Rahv.


