
AN ANALYSIS OF THE OPERATION CONDOR A CAMPAIGN OF

POLITICAL REPRESSION AND STATE TERROR

Operation Condor was a secret intelligence and operations system created in the s through data, later used in the
political repression" (Notisur, July 7, ). Martin. Almada, the just beginning to be studied, synthesized, and analyzed. .
returned to their countries to become key organizers of campaigns of terror.

The role of the United States The Fuentes case, pieced together from the plethora of new documentation,
provides a window into Condor's operational on-the-ground activities. In contrast, many interrogation experts
assert not only that the use of terror and extralegal methods is ethically wrong but also that it produces false
confessionsâ€”and creates legions of new enemies. The militaries defied international law and traditions of
political sanctuary to carry out their shared anti-Communist crusade. Argentine judge Maria Servini de Cubria,
investigating the assassination in Buenos Aires of a Pinochet rival, General Carlos Prats, has gathered
evidence including contemporary memoranda from suspected participants; has obtained the confession of an
American, Michael Townley, who worked for Chile's secret police; and has ordered the arrest of a former
Argentine intelligence agent, Juan Ciga Correa, who worked with Townley to kill Prats. She was the first
woman president, she was a social democrat, and her father, General Alberto Bachelet, who served under
Allende, had been tortured by, and died during, the Pinochet dictatorship. In recent years, while the scale of
such practices has been smaller, the international reputation of the United States has been stained by
revelations of torture, rendition, incommunicado detention without due process, and other lawless actions. We
now know that two detainees were subjected to this form of torture timesâ€”although one was acknowledged
to have no more information to give. The Law of Immunity, passed in , provided amnesty to Uruguayan
citizens who had committed acts of political repression and human rights abuses under the dictatorship.
Romero alleged that the junta was guilty of massacres and torture. Unlocking Condor's secrets A small room
in Paraguay's Palace of Justice in Asuncisn, off in a quiet corner on the eighth floor, houses what is perhaps
the only public, uncensored record of the inner workings of that police terror and of Operation Condor. He
said the FBI would follow up by investigating two people living in the United States, in New York and Dallas,
one of them Fuentes's sister, whose names were discovered in Fuentes's address book. The reporters and the
Uruguayans had identified them as taking part in the kidnapping. Langguth , the organization of the first
meetings between Argentinian and Uruguayan security officials, concerning the watching and subsequent
disappearance or assassination of political refugees in these countries, can be attributed to the CIA, as well as
its participation as intermediary in the Argentinian, Uruguayan and Brazilian death squads meetings. It was
said that from this military bombardment that OPR 33 infrastructure located in Argentina was destroyed. The
Argentine Supreme Court had declared similar impunity laws unconstitutional in  The regimes pursued
dissidents and leftists, union and peasant leaders, priests and nuns, intellectuals, and students and teachers as
well as guerrillas. There were many links between the CIA and the Pentagon and Condor, and political support
was also provided to the military dictatorships of the s by both the Nixon and Ford administrations. In
November the Chilean government acknowledged that Pablo Neruda might have been murdered by members
of Pinochet's regime. They were seeking to learn the location and fates of their children. In , for the first time,
six notorious Uruguayan Condor operatives were arrested after 20 years of impunity, and last spring they were
convicted in a landmark ruling, a first in that country. Because the Chilean documents were released by a
presidential executive order, they include actual operational files of the CIA, which are otherwise exempt from
declassification under the Freedom of Information Act FOIA. Government forces took victims by plane or
helicopter out to sea, dropping them to their deaths in planned disappearances. The third phase of Operation
Condor included plans to assassinate and take other measures against opponents of the military dictatorships
in other countries, such as France, Portugal, the United States, Italy and Mexico, which were carried out in
cases such as the murder of Orlando Letelier and Ronni Karpen Moffitt in the United States. They found what
became known as the "Archives of Terror" Portuguese: Arquivos do Terror , documenting the fates of
thousands of Latin American political prisoners, who were secretly kidnapped, tortured and killed by the
security services of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Paraguay and Uruguay. He is an economist who came to
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power on the back of his opposition to the International Monetary Fund's plans for remedying his country's
economic ills.


