
HOW HONEY BEES DO THEIR JOB

-Worker bees do all the different tasks needed to maintain and operate the hive. First the bees must be attracted to the
plant. Second the bee.

Nectar Ripening: House bees ripen nectar into raw honey by depositing it in cells, and fanning the nectar so
that excess water evaporates. For more information about beeswax, check out the About Beeswax page.
Drones: These are the male bees, and their purpose is to mate with the new queen. Females are responsible for
the construction, maintenance, and proliferation of the nest and the colony that calls it home. Attending the
Queen: Attendants to the queen groom her and feed her frequently. Find out what each dance means. She has
enough spermatozoa stored in her abdomen to last the duration of her life. And, there are female worker bees
for every male drone bee. The bees can detect these scents and interpret their message. The queen will not
leave the hive again unless the colony swarms looking for a new home. Life in the Hive Contrary to popular
belief, honeybees do not build an external structure that contains their hive. She is unable to pull it out, and
dies when she inevitably tears herself away from the stuck stinger, leaving it behind with the venom sack still
pumping venom into her victim. Cool, huh? When she emerges on day 21 as an adult bee, she will
immediately start cleaning the cell from which she hatched. Delicious honey! Tucking it neatly into a
honeycomb cell, the bees will then beat their wings furiously over top of this syrupy sweet liquid to fan out the
moisture and thicken the substance. Its first duty as a working member of the hive is to care for the young: As
a nurse, a young bee will feed the brood, the collective term for honey-bee young, pupae and larvae. Some
drones may hang around in the hive through the summer, but any drones left in the hive come autumn are
kicked out by their sisters. She lays up to 2, eggs per day, choosing where to lay them and how many of each
type worker or drone eggs to produce. After three days, her hormones kick in to initiate the next phase of
work: nursing the young. And, when times are lean or during the winter when the queen does not mate ,
worker bees force drones outside the hive, leaving them to starve. The members of the hive are divided into
three types: Queen: One queen runs the whole hive. It disinfects and protects their hive. Royal jelly, produced
in the heads of young nurse bees worker bees whose job it is to care for the larvae , helps this larva grow into a
queen.


