
A BIOGRAPHY OF BETTY FRIEDAN

Writer, feminist and women's rights activist Betty Friedan wrote The Feminine Mystique () and co-founded the National
Organization for Women. In , she published The Feminine Mystique, which explores the idea of women finding fulfillment
beyond traditional roles.

More on Betty Friedan. Citation Information. Through this organization, she campaigned fiercely for the
equality of women and lobbied for legal rights. Women's Strike for Equality[ edit ] In back then, with Friedan
leading the cause, was instrumental in the U. She published "The Second Stage" in  Fact Check We strive for
accuracy and fairness. She later acknowledged that she had been very square, and was uncomfortable about
homosexuality. Published in , it was an immediate best-seller, making Friedan a celebrity. She moved with her
family back to the city and she became involved in the growing women's movement. She has been involved in
the women's movement since the late s. The question of a women's right to control her own reproductive
processes, that is, laws prohibiting abortion in the state or putting them into criminal statutes; I think that
would be a statute that we would [be] addressing ourselves to. The national strike was successful beyond
expectations in broadening the feminist movement; the march led by Friedan in New York City alone attracted
over 50, people. Betty later dropped out of her doctoral program at the University of California at Berkeley,
where she was studying group dynamics, and moved to New York to pursue a career. She realized that she
was too threatening to other mothers who had not yet come to terms with their own lives. The union gave her
no help in fighting this firing, and so she became a housewife and mother, living in the suburbs. In , the first
NOW convention took on the Equal Rights Amendment and abortion, though NOW viewed the abortion issue
as highly controversial and focused more on political and employment equality. Friedan died in of congestive
heart failure. Some will be pressuring their Senators and their Congressmen to pass legislations that affect
women. Friedan served as its first president for three years. Senate's rejection of President Richard M. Betty
Friedan died of heart failure on February 4, , in Washington, D. She stood in support of Congress-woman
Shirley Chisholm but was unsuccessful. She continued to work after marriage, first as a paid employee and,
after , as a freelance journalist. In , she published It Changed My Life. She worked at various jobs until , when
she married Carl Friedan divorced  Friedan's impassioned testimony before the Senate helped sink Carswell's
nomination. She took a maternity leave from her job for their first child; she was fired when she asked for
maternity leave for her second child in  She was raised in a Jewish family but was an agnostic. New York: ;
Bohannon, Lisa Frederikson. Also, in , she wrote The Fountain of Age, turning her attention to the rights of
the elderly and aging. Friedan went on to found NOW, originally a gathering of three hundred women and
men, mainly professionals, in and to become its first president until  In , Friedan helped form the National
Women's Political Caucus for feminists who wanted to work through the traditional political structure,
including political parties, and running or supporting women candidates. She was less active in NOW, which
became more concerned with "revolutionary" action and "sexual politics;" Friedan was among those who
wanted more focus on political and economic equality. It has sold several million copies and been translated
into multiple languages. The demand for feminism done with, she wanted the focus of feminism to shift to
effective juggling of career and home, equal distribution of responsibilities and economic freedom. It has sold
over two million copies, was translated into a dozen languages, and still sells thousands of copies a year. Each
suburban wife struggled with it alone. Updated July 26, Betty Friedan February 4, â€”February 4, was an
author and activist whose seminal book " The Feminine Mystique " is credited with helping spark the modern
feminist movement in the United States. Diagnosed with breast She is credited for starting the contemporary
feminist movement and writing a book that is one of the cornerstones of American feminism. If you see
something that doesn't look right, contact us! Regarded as an influential author and intellectual in the United
States, Friedan remained active in politics and advocacy until the late s, authoring six books. The couple
divorced in May , and Carl died in December 


