
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE 13TH 14TH AND 15TH AMENDMENTS TO

AMERICAN HISTORY

Landmark Legislation: Thirteenth, Fourteenth, & Fifteenth Amendments emancipated African Americans into the political
life of the nation, and the readmission to federal representation of former states in rebellion. Senate Historical Office.

Early politicians and constitutional authors including Thomas Paine, Alexander Hamilton and Thomas
Jefferson also had reservations about slavery because of their commitment to equal rights. These included poll
taxes and literacy tests. These groups often also supported other reform movements such as temperance
movements and supports for public schools. Test Prep Questions 1 Many Southern States tried to limit the
effects of Radical Reconstruction by 1 adopting federal laws mandating segregation 2 enacting Jim Crow laws
3 abolishing the Southern sharecropping system 4 securing passage of new amendments to the United States
Constitution 2 The passage of Jim Crow laws in the South after Reconstruction was aided in part by 1 a
narrow interpretation of the 14th amendment by the United States Supreme Court 2 a change in the southern
economy from agricultural to industrial 3 the growth of Republican-dominated governments in the South 4 the
rise in European immigration to the South 3 What was a common purpose of the three amendments added to
the United States Constitution between and ? Gradual Abolition and Conflict By , most of the northern states
had moved towards the abolition of slavery. As early as , Quakers in Germantown, Pennsylvania presented a
petition to end slavery based on religious obligation and natural rights to equality. Beecher argued women
should remain subordinate by divine law in her Essay on Slavery and Abolitionism with Reference to the Duty
of American Females. While some abolitionists called for an immediate end to slavery, others favored more
gradual approaches. In Mississippi, fewer than 9, of the , voting-age African Americans were registered after 
Key Terms lynching: Execution of a person by mob action without due process of law, especially hanging.
Even after the 14th Amendment, native people not paying taxes were not counted for representation. The
Republican Party controlled congress and pushed for constitutional amendments that would be more
permanent and binding. As Congress adjourned in July of , with the presidential election looming, the future
of the 13th Amendment remained cloudy at best. Despite the intent and efforts of the 13th, 14th, and 15th
Amendments to achieve equality for black Americans, full equality and a guarantee the civil rights of all
Americans regardless of race would not be realized until well into the 20th century. Senator for Ohio, where
he worked to reverse many Reconstruction-era civil rights reforms. Most slaves in the US were people brought
from Africa and their descendants, and this racial dimension of US slavery continues to impact US civil rights
debates. Since the election took place during the Civil War, it was not contested in the states that had seceded
from the Union. Key Terms Brown v. The Civil War Amendments The Civil War Amendments protected
equality for emancipated slaves by banning slavery, defining citizenship, and ensuring voting rights. To
protect black voting rights, Congress passed the 15th Amendment. Provided by: Boundless. Segregation as
Unconstitutional Rather than focusing on whether or not segregated schools were equal, the Supreme Court
ruling focused on the question of whether a doctrine of separate could ever be said to be equal. Many white
people in southern states protested against integration and legislators thought up creative ways to get around
the ruling. Board of Education paved the way for integration in schools and other spheres of life, but not
everyone supported this decision. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or
immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty or property,
without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the lawsâ€¦
AMENDMENT XV Passed by Congress 26 February ; Ratified 3 February Section 1 The right of citizens of
the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of
race, color or previous condition of servitudeâ€¦ Source U. The Privileges or Immunities Clause has been
interpreted in such a way that it does very little. Section Two Congress shall have power to enforce this article
by appropriate legislation. By similar organizations such as the Knights of the White Camellia and the White
Brotherhood had sprung up across the South. From to , all the states of the former Confederacy passed new
constitutions and other laws that incorporated methods to disfranchise blacks , such as poll taxes , residency
rules, and literacy tests administered by white staff, sometimes with exemptions for whites via grandfather
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clauses. The 14th Amendment defined a citizen as any person born in or naturalized in the United States,
overturning the Dred Scott V. With the help of his growing popularity generated by recent Union military
victories, Lincoln easily won re-election over his Democratic opponent, General George McClellan. Eight
black men served together in the U. The federal government required new state constitutions in former
Confederate states to include the abolition of slavery, but there was nothing to prevent states from reinstituting
the practice with revised state constitutions. Emancipation Proclamation th Anniversary at the National
Archives By , with the outcome of the Civil War still in doubt, Lincoln decided that freeing the slaves in the
South would cripple the economy of the 11 Confederate States and help win the war. Marriages were banned,
and children were often taken away from parents to be sold. By , four million people lived as slaves in the US,
and most worked in the agriculture sector. Their approach contrasted with other groups at the time calling for
more gradual reform. The best know case from this period is Brown v. S population at the timeâ€”most of
them African Americans, were held as slaves in 15 southern and the North-South Border States. The 15th
Amendment prohibited governments from denying U. Abolition Throughout this period many people worked
to end slavery. Some claimed delegates welcomed both the speaker and message, and others claimed that
delegates were hostile to having a Black speaker address them.


