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Meaning in Comedy: Studies in Elizabethan Romantic Comedy. John Weld/ Albany: State University of New York Press,
Pp. Dramatic comedy is.

The plot comes to a conclusion when the real Duke is found and the characters are brought to reconciliation.
However, on the wedding day all the conflicts disappear and the rightful couples find love. Several of
Shakespeare's comedies, such as Measure for Measure and All's Well That Ends Well , have an unusual tone
with a difficult mix of humour and tragedy which has led them to be classified as problem plays. Plays[ edit ]
This alphabetical list includes everything listed as a comedy in the First Folio of , in addition to the two quarto
plays The Two Noble Kinsmen and Pericles, Prince of Tyre which are not included in the Folio but generally
recognised to be Shakespeare's own. That is obstacles to love are overcome, conflicts are resolved and errors
forgiven in a general aura of reconciliation and marital bliss. More ambiguously, there are 17 of Shakespeare's
plays which may or may not be called comedies, depending on the source of analysis or commentary,
depending on whether the so-called problem plays of Shakespeare are counted, as well as the romance plays.
Marriage, with its promise of offspring, reinvigorates society and transcends the purely personal element in
sexual attraction and romantic love. The particular evolution of this type comedy in literature during that
period was because of many works by playwrights like Shakespeare, Robert Greene, Thomas Lodge, etc. The
works of William Shakespeare were divided into three categories â€” comedies, tragedies and histories.
Sometimes the struggle was to bring separated lovers or family members together. Later, Aristotle divided the
comedy into farce, satire and romantic comedy. The Anatomy of Criticism by Northrop Frye discusses about
several movements in romantic comedies and how the world of conflicts dissolve as the play moves on. There
were two species of comedy which particularly disturbed prevailing political and religious mores in
Elizabethan England: satire and Ovidian comedy. However the focus is not only on the younger but also the
older generation. By the end of Shakespeare's life, he had written eighteen comedies. However, the origin of
this genre comes from the plays of the Elizabethan period. These comedians not only required acting skills but
were also expected to be able to sing and dance. However, English comedy changed in definition as it meant a
happy ending despite the strife felt by the characters. It is not clear whether the uneven nature of these dramas
is due to an imperfect understanding of Elizabethan humour and society or a deliberate attempt by
Shakespeare to blend styles and subvert the audience's expectations. The prominence of resurrection is a motif
in romances like the old pagan celebrations for harvest and springtime. Tragedy is: Drama that deals with a
noble protagonist placed in a highly stressful situation that leads to a disastrous, usually fatal conclusion.
Shakespeare , whose comedies ranged from the farcical to the tragicomic, was the master of the romantic
comedy, while Jonson, whose drama was strongly influenced by classical tenets, wrote caustic, rich satire.
Their characters are frequently subjected to long journeys, often involving shipwrecks.


