
BIBLIOGRAPHIC ESSAY IN A BOOK

A bibliographic essay is a narrative discussion, i.e., a review, of the literature on a of contents and indexes, read
introductions, skim sections of each book.

Below is the link to Dr. No matter what, you will have to think carefully and critically about your topic.
Survey a number of works. Share This Page General Information Choice bibliographic essays are intended to
identify core books, journals, and digital resources that meet the needs of undergraduates, faculty, and
librarians serving these users. Restate, Don't Analyze Your bibliographic essay is an overview of other
scholarly sources on a subject, not a paper on that subject itself. What are they writing about and how are they
writing about it? Ask Us! Sheppard's article, the required elements of a bibliographic essay are: the essay
should be well ordered and follow a planned scheme the resources discussed should flow easily from one to
the next;large gaps in the discussion disrupts the reader keep in mind that you are selecting the BEST
resources to include; assume you are creating a list of the best materials available on a topic in order to
recommend to a colleague; do not limit your list to print sources-- other formats are perfectly acceptable how
do these resources compare and fit introduce your essay telling the reader what the context is for the particular
study a closing statement is also appropriate use appropriate grammar and writing style; there are several very
good writing manuals In addition to Dr. Footer navigation. In the case of a bibliographic essay, this function is
your overview of articles written on the topic. Sheppard's recommendations, I would add these: use the
assigned style sheet APA, MLA, Chicago or select the most appropriate if given a choice by your professor
check in at the reference desk for writing and style manuals if you don't already own one Brief Definitions of a
Bibliographic Essay A bibliographic essay identifes and evaluates the core literature of a field of study. For
most topics, spending some time with the reference and secondary literature not only will be a vital part of
your research but should be the first step you take. This means that you should try to keep your summary of
each source to one or two paragraphs. Beth M. She describes very clearly the differences and similarities
among book reviews, annotated bibliographies, and articles. Limit your description of each source to its main
thesis and the pieces of evidence it analyzes in support of that thesis. It goes beyond performing these
functions, however, to comparing, contrasting, and evaluating the relationships among works. You should not
use articles taken from encyclopedias since they do not provide the depth of information you need on the
subject. Highlight any trends you notice in the subject matter or analysis methods of your sources. Your goal
in writing the paper is not to come to a conclusion about the subject you're writing about, but to summarize
what others have written. The bibliographic essay should discuss all the historiographical work monographs
and articles done on a particular subject in the last years, with reference to any classic works written before
which are crucial to our understanding of that topic. Keep It Short A bibliographic essay assignment typically
requests you to summarize six or more sources in under six pages, including your comparison of different
sources. Some great historical controversies die for lack of additional archival discoveries or methodological
controversies. Function, Not Thesis When writing a bibliographic essay on a subject, you are trying to provide
your reader with an overview of the literature on that subject. Whereas a thesis statement describes the
argument your essay is trying to prove, a function statement describes the purpose of your essay. All of these
questions lead to building the "compare and contrast" superstructure that characterizes the bibliographic essay.
By looking through multiple books and articles, you can provide your reader with context for the subject you
are studying, and recommend a few reputable sources on the topic. Anything longer than that probably says
too much or the topic is too generally defined. The bibliographic essay should say a lot about the
historiography of a topic, but not too much about the specific works it surveys. URLs for internet resources
should be formatted without embedded hyperlinks. The editor will send the author a copy of the edited essay,
with queries and comments, if any, before the essay goes to the copy editor. Because of this, you should use a
function statement at the beginning of your essay, rather than a thesis statement. The text should be prepared
in MS Word with minimal to no formatting Word templates should not be used. Elaborate this question by
asking further questions: what are the theories, conclusions, images, or points of view in these materials what
assumptions do they make or question what do they leave out what are the problems, issues, and points of
contention or debate how do works go about presenting their argument, and what kinds of evidence,



BIBLIOGRAPHIC ESSAY IN A BOOK

expectations, traditions, and images do they call upon or evoke In addition to these questions about individual
sources, your essay will also want to account for similarities and differences among works. The length of your
essay for this assignment should be somewhere between 4 and 6 pages in length and should refer to or discuss
at least 6 secondary sources. It should be more focused on recent work and should say more but not too much
more on those works. In other words, the books you concentrate on will be the tip of an iceberg, the
submerged body of which you will also want to sketch. The editor will send the author page proofs before the
essay goes to production. Your survey will identify and locate candidates for reading. Sheppard's article: To
synthesize Dr. Finally, a bibliographical essay that takes into account only those works published in English
will be considered less than complete. If not, your topic is probably too narrow. Your bibliographical essay
should say very little about what happened, instead focusing almost entirely on what historians have had to say
about what happened. When the subject and due date of the essay are agreed on, the editor will send the author
a copyright agreement to sign and return by mail or as a scanned PDF file. Try not to pick one that has stopped
breathing or that is on its last legs.


