
EFFECTS OF WAR ON MORALITY AND

War engages me because of its unique relationship to morality. . exactly the same in the face of the pretence that we
were having no impact?.

The concept of habitus elaborated by sociologist Pierre Bourdieu can help to understand such an ebb and flow
of norms and values in First World War Europe. Cohesion seemed to require home-front villains, however,
and the war created a coarse egalitarianism with a distinctly exclusivist edge. At first, in August , societies
seemed to have purged themselves of what seemed like frivolous or sordid pleasures. In working-class
families, the absence of fathers coincided with opportunities for teenage youths to earn more money by
working in war industries. Male comradeship in arms made the policing of acceptable boundaries of
homosocial attachments all the more pressing. Moral issues can be, and often are, among the factors that limit
war and therefore change what may be called for by war-inâ€”the-abstract to what will actually be done in
practice. Yet both Bertrand Russell and AJ Ayer were renowned or even notorious for rejecting an objectivist
view of ethics. More generally, soldiers and workers in war industries got better rations than civilians,
especially vulnerable adults. The mere fact of the debate was itself a wartime deviation from peacetime codes
of respectability even if, in practice, working-class families, for instance, had often demonstrated a degree of
pragmatism on such matters. But there is no need to fret about these judgments not being either mathematical
theorems or laboratory discoveries. By this he means that actions are to be judged mainly by their
consequences, but taking intentions into account. Women ran voluntary canteens offering men on leave
wholesome fare and an alternative to the pub. Some who have not seen war may know it intellectually, but for
others the link between war and morality is as foreign as a new language. In terms of authority relationships,
the patriarchal family proved resilient, remaining the primary focus of attachment for individuals, even as
fathers were spirited away to the war. Waging war poorly increases the probability of wasting lives and risking
them unnecessarily. As Susan R. An Anti-Imperial Moment, Oxford , pp. The application of such measures
often pushed such norms to the limit, clearly. Embarrassing for military authorities and shocking for
respectable opinion at home, the incident resulted, tellingly, in few punishments for men but rather in stricter
controls on brothels. It is indeed difficult to formulate a doctrine that would have required intervention to
prevent the massacre of , people in the Rwanda genocide without encouraging busy-body intervention in most
parts of the world at most times. The ruthless prioritization of the military over civilians in decisions relating
to dwindling food supply in the Central Powers of Germany and Austria-Hungary is but one particularly
glaring example of this. Governments and armies across the board dealt harshly with deserters, dissenters, and
outsiders. Adrian Gregory argues that much of the demand for equality of sacrifice â€” of dead sons or of
material comfort, for instance â€” did not have the net effect of strengthening social bonds; rather, it was in
fact subtly corrosive of them as no two sacrifices, made by different soldiers, civilians, families or social
groups, could ever be fully equated.


