
HISTORY OF EUROPE

The history of Europe covers the peoples inhabiting Europe from prehistory to the present. During the Neolithic era and
the time of the Indo-European migrations.

This unbroken stretch of land north of the mountains, reaching from the Pacific in the east to the Atlantic in
the west, means that the boundary between Asia and Europe is a somewhat vague concept. Around 16, BC,
Europe witnessed the appearance of a new culture, known as Magdalenian , possibly rooted in the old
Gravettian. In the south there is a natural barrier, long accepted as a dividing line - formed by the waters of the
Dardanelles, the Sea of Marmara, the Bosphorus and the Black Sea. The Revolutions of brought an end to
both Soviet hegemony and communism in Eastern Europe. It was not until after World War II, however, that
European statesmen began to seek ways of uniting Europe peacefully on a basis of equality instead of
domination by one or more great powers. Even so, it is impossible to argue that Caesar brought nothing of
consequence to the people of Gaul and, by extension, Europe. He thought he had saved Italy , won a province
and forged an army; he did not suspect that he was the creator of French civilization. Led by Genghis Khan ,
the Mongols were a group of steppe nomads who established a decentralized empire which, at its height,
extended from China in the east to the Black and Baltic Seas in Europe. The Mycenaean civilization perished
with the collapse of Bronze-Age civilization on the eastern shores of the Mediterranean Sea. The
Indo-European migrations started at around c. The beginning of the 11th century BC opened a new context,
that of the protogeometric, the beginning of the geometric period, the Greek Dark Ages of traditional
historiography. The rediscovery of classical Greek and Roman knowledge had an enormous liberating effect
on intellectuals. Through his military campaigns, the king of the kingdom of Macedon , Alexander, spread
Hellenistic culture and learning to the banks of the River Indus. Map showing the Neolithic expansions from
the 7th to the 5th millennium BC, including the Cardium culture in blue. Although uniquely favoured by
fertile soils and temperate climates, they have long proved themselves warlike. Successive waves of invasion,
mainly from the east, were followed by centuries of rivalry and conflict, both within Europe and overseas.
Doubtless neither Caesar nor his contemporaries foresaw the immense consequences of his bloody triumph.
Germany would not be made whole again until , when a weakening Soviet Union loosened its grip on East
Germany. Will Durant referred to it as "the first link in the European chain". Can Astrakhan, for instance, be
regarded as European? If, on the other hand, the history referred to was that of the Turkish people themselves,
then the whole of Central Asia would be considered, both past and present, for all that the Pan-Turkish myth
has survived in the collective imagination. The outbreak of the First World War in was precipitated by the rise
of nationalism in Southeastern Europe as the Great Powers took sides. Nevertheless, the definitive advance of
these technologies is made by the Aurignacian culture. The Reconquista ended Muslim rule in Iberia. The
Industrial Revolution began in Britain , based on coal, steam, and textile mills. The point where the two
continents meet, round the Aegean Sea, becomes from around BC the site of Europe's first civilization - that of
Minoan Crete. The last vestiges of serfdom were abolished in Russia in  They all failed however. At its height,
under Trajan, the Roman Empire was a colossal 1. For a discussion of the physical and human geography of
the continent , see Europe. Its etymology is doubtful, as is the physical extent of the area it designates. The
Thracians and their kingdoms and culture were long present in Southeast Europe. Though the Mongols were
slowly pushed eastward, they loomed large on the fringes of Europe until almost the 16th century. Such is the
case, for instance, with Persia from the ninth to the seventeenth centuries, or the Incas before the Conquest.
Please email digital historytoday. Given email address is already subscribed, thank you! The Rus' people
founded Kievan Rus' , which evolved into Russia. But his rise stimulated both nationalism and reaction and he
was defeated in â€”15 as the old royal conservatives returned to power. In the next years the Indo-European
languages expanded through Europe. Ancient Greece was a collection of city-states, out of which the original
form of democracy developed. Modern man - anatomically similar to humans today - arrives relatively late in
Europe. The s were prosperous until when the Great Depression broke out, which led to the collapse of
democracy in many European states. The Crusaders opened trade routes which enabled the merchant republics
of Genoa and Venice to become major economic powers.


