
AN EXAMINATION OF THE IDENTITY THEORY OF THE MIND

Identity theory is a family of views on the relationship between mind and body. Place accepted the Logical Behaviorists'
dispositional analysis of cognitive and.

Feigl's suggestion was to interpret the empirically ascertainable correlations between phenomenal experiences
"raw feels," see Consciousness and Qualia and neurophysiological processes in terms of contingent identity:
although the terms we use to identify them have different senses, their referents are one and the
sameâ€”namely, the immediately experienced qualities themselves. See Place  The psychologist E. Perhaps
we can be relaxed about whether mental states such as beliefs and desires are dispositions or are topic
neutrally described neurophysiological states and return to what seems to be the more difficult issue of
consciousness. Ayer ed. Of course these expressions could be construed as referring to different things,
different sequences of temporal stages of Venus, but not necessarily or most naturally so. Rosenthal, D. This
was last updated in May Continue Reading About mind-brain identity theory. Nevertheless an interactionist
dualist such as the eminent neurophysiologist Sir John Eccles would implausibly for most of us deny that all
functional roles are so possessed. In such gardens, the tops of hedges are cut into various shapes, for example
the shape of an elf. I have given reason above to distrust intuitions, but in any case Chalmers comes some of
the way in that he toys with the idea that a thermostat has a sort of proto-qualia. Physicalism is often used
synonymously with materialism. In this way we have a second order type theory. Token Identity is weaker
than Type Identity, which goes so far as to claim that mental kinds themselves are physical kinds. As
remarked above, Place preferred to express the theory by the notion of constitution, whereas Smart preferred
to make prominent the notion of identity as it occurs in the axioms of identity in logic. Jackson, F. Martin,
Dordrecht: Kluwer Academic Publishers. Fodor in and Jaegwon Kim , both former students of Putnam, tried
coming to his rescue by producing independent arguments which purport to show that disjunctions of physical
realizers cannot themselves be kinds. Whether Endicott's considerations constitute a sufficient defense of the
disjunctive strategy is still open to debate. Of course to be topic neutral is to be able to be both physical and
mental, just as arithmetic is. Feigl, H. These bodily sensations are perceptions and there can be misperceptions
as when a person with his foot amputated can think that he has a pain in the foot. He asks whether it is
analogously possible that if pain is a certain sort of brain process that it has existed without being felt as pain.
Medlin, B. Boring, in a book entitled The Physical Dimensions of Consciousness wrote that: To the author a
perfect correlation is identity.


