
CAPITALISM AND CONSUMERISM OF SOCIETY

This reflexive conflation of consumerism and capitalism then often leads to The Challenges Facing a Consumerist
Society," Jansiz writes.

But companies that sell pricey apparel and big SUVs are not the only players in the marketplace. With our
knowledge of environmental science we can reduce our impact and protect nature and the people who are most
vulnerable to environmental instability. We have an environmental crisis that requires complete recognition
however such recognition will require a cultural revolution, one that rejects the products of alienated labour.
Being at the mercy of a single company is bad: even if the company is merciful right now, what happens if it
becomes less so in the future? Instead of shopping, we should be spending time with friends and family, in
places of worship, or in nature. The phrase has become a meme, a tongue-in-cheek defense of modern
materialism. In light of the urgency of our current ecological situation there is no alternative route to
developing an ecosocialist bloc and dismantling advanced capitalism that does not entail the targeted
dismantling of social identity with consumer goods. Self-worth is gauged by buying power. The world cannot
survive our economic system. Then we might be able to tax work a little less, which would help hard-pressed
families. In this sense consumerism is negative and in opposition to positive lifestyles of anti-consumerism
and simple living. Certainly, it would appear to give an accurate view of some industries. In this way,
consumers are targeted based on their searches and bombarded with information about more goods and
services that they may eventually need, positioning themselves as a need rather than a want. No longer does
the purchase have to be justified by purpose. A consumer with the resources to buy something can go inside to
find a huge range of products and services, on which they can spend their money. This, in turn, has justified
collective interventions: most obviously, forced savings plans to fund government-provided pensions.
Consumerism, on this reading, is killing the planet. Mainstream consumers used Doc Martens and similar
items to create an "individualized" sense identity by appropriating statement items from subcultures they
admired. The consumer is no longer courted by the competition of small businesses. The American public has
been inundated by an unending parade of commodities and fabricated television spectacles that keeps it
preoccupied with the ideals and values of consumerism. Critics[ which? Within advanced capitalism consumer
culture serves as a counter revolutionary safeguard, a sedative. Producers are always trying to ensure that they
produce what the consumer wants most. The fourth, and deepest, criticism of consumerism is environmental.
Even as consumer societies meet our immediate, shallow desires, they are said to corrode our deeper selves.
Ebenezer Scrooge, of course, is perhaps the most famous capitalist villain in English literature. Even a tiny
fraction of that might make a difference in terms of making us better consumers. They can also enhance social
life rather than diminish it. The planet needs a lot of help to ensure that our consumption does not deplete our
shared resources. Society is awakening from its fascination with television entertainment to find itself stripped
of tradition, controlled by an oppressive power structure and bound to the credit obligations of a defunct
American dream.


