
GLOBAL STRATIFICATION AND THE WORLD ORDER

Global Social Stratification: People in countries around the world experience . the global economic order as measured
by indicators such as income per capita, .

Given its incredible economic growth spurt and changing role in the global economy, one would have
expected China to have jumped by leaps and bounds into the semiperipheral economic zone. While China
jumped two plot points two full country clusters ahead by , India remained in the same cluster as it was in 
Then, some general findings are presented and an in-depth discussion that situates China in the stratified
world-economy is subsequently provided. Photo courtesy of Vilma. Social scientists are sometimes interested
in quantifying the degree of economic stratification between different social categories, such as men and
women, or workers with different levels of education. Stratification and Inequality Stratification refers to the
range of social classes that result from variations in socioeconomic status. He also argues that these reforms
thrived because of the effective groundwork laid by Mao Zedong. The Capitalist World Economy. A small
semiperiphery would help to stabilize the system because the countries in this middle stratum have a tendency
to think of themselves as primarily better off than the periphery Wallerstein, b. Castells, Manuel. The use of
the Arrighi and Drangel method in this study to determine global economic-stratification is by no means a
rejection of the other empirical studies Snyder and Kick, ; Arrighi and Drangel, ; Kentor, ; Babones, ; Mahutga
and Smith, into the subject. Thailand, China, and Namibia are examples of middle-income nations World
Bank a. But, even by , China was already no longer in the same cluster of countries as India with both
countries sitting at the top of the peripheral zone peak with India to the left and China to the right. Wallerstein
agreed with dependency theorists on the unequal-ness of the world-economic system; but went a step further
concluding that this inequality was a necessary condition of the modern capitalist world-economy. Wallerstein
conceived of the global economy as a complex system that supports an economic hierarchy that placed some
nations in positions of power with numerous resources and other nations in a state of economic subordination.
Gender inequity is another global concern. China and the stratification of the world-economy As can be seen
in the distribution of Fig. During its rise to economic prominence China sought global legitimization through
various means most unambiguously with the obligatory signing of the One-China policy. Learning Objectives
Describe the characteristics of industrialized countries Key Takeaways Key Points Industrialized countries are
at the top of the global socioeconomic hierarchy, and their populations generally enjoy a high standard of
living. That cost savings has to come from somewhere. People living in LDCs are unlikely to have consistent
access to electricity, clean water, healthcare, education, and in many cases food and shelter. Secondly,
dependency theory blames colonialism and neocolonialism continuing economic dependence on former
colonial countries for global poverty. What do you focus on? This means that China has the advantage of
prime access to much of the periphery. Modernization Theory: Argues that poor nations remain poor because
they hold onto traditional attitudes, beliefs, technologies, and institutions. Characteristics of Industrialized
Countries In terms of global stratification, industrialized countries are at the top of the global hierarchy. As the
name suggests, debt accumulation is the buildup of external debt, wherein countries borrow money from other
nations to fund their expansion or growth goals. They tend to be countries moving towards industrialization
and more diversified economies. In the world-system, the semiperiphery acts as a stabilizing fixture, engaging
in an equal amount of core and peripheral activities, leading them to benefit just enough from global
commodity chains to avoid falling back into the periphery but not enough to move into the core. Along with
tracking the economy, the World Bank tracks demographics and environmental health to provide a complete
picture of whether a nation is high income, middle income, or low income. In fact, only recently have scholars
begun to differentiate race and ethnicity; historically, the two were considered to be identical or closely
related.


