
A LOOK AT THE GREEK AND ROMAN TEMPLES FOR THE GODS

Ancient Roman temples were among the most important buildings in Roman culture, and some The main room (cella)
housed the cult image of the deity to whom the temple was .. View of the Temple of Romulus, from the Palatine Hill.

The Roman temple front remains a familiar feature of subsequent Early Modern architecture in the Western
tradition, but although very commonly used for churches, it has lost the specific association with religion that
it had for the Romans. The famous architecture of Greek temples is typically categorized in three genera:
Doric, Ionic, and Corinthian. But the distinctive differences in the general arrangement of temples between the
Etruscan-Roman style and the Greek, as outlined above, were retained. Not all offerings were animal
sacrifices: coins, clothing, armor, furniture, jewelry, paintings, statues, and weapons were among the things
brought to the sanctuary complex as votive offerings to the gods. Minerva is thought to be the equivalent of
the goddess Athena, who was the Greek goddess of wisdom. Unlike many monotheistic religious or spiritual
traditions, the Romans gods were seen as caring little about the morality of the Roman people. Sanctuaries In
the 7th century BC, classical Greek society had shifted governmental structure from an individual all-powerful
ruler to, well, not democracy of course, but community decisions were made by groups of wealthy men. After
this came the Hellenistic part of the Diaspora which was the voluntary movement of the Jews. Sanctuaries
came in many different shapes and sizes and locations. According to Roman mythology, the gods had a hand
in the founding of the city of Rome itself. The animal would be led to slaughter, then butchered and consumed
at a banquet by the attendants, although of course some would be burnt on the altar for the god's consumption.
Perhaps that's why their architecture was so sumptuous, an investment in raw materials, statuary, and
architectural planning. Carvings of Janus still survive and statues of Neptune spout water from city fountains.
For example, Janus was a god with two faces that represented the spirit of passages such as doorways and
gates. After a major sacking by Vandals in , and comprehensive removal of stone in the Renaissance, only
foundations can now be seen, in the basement of the Capitoline Museums. The Temple of Olympian Zeus at
Athens is a surviving example. One thing is for sure: Greek temple architecture had antecedents beginning in
the 11th century BC, such as the temple at Tiryns , and architectural forerunners plans, tiled roofs, columns,
and capitals are found in Minoan, Mycenaean, Egyptian, and Mesopotamian structures earlier than and
contemporaneous to classical Greece. There were urban sanctuaries which served population centers and were
situated near the market place agora or the citadel stronghold or acropolis of cities. Rome did have some of its
own gods and goddesses who did not trace their origins back to Greek culture. The Etruscans were a people of
northern Italy, whose civilization was at its peak in the seventh century BC. Romans put a huge emphasis on
entertainment as seen in the construction of amphitheaters, colosseums and circuses. In some places, like on
Crete, temples were the location of ritual feasting, but that was a rare practice. These steps were normally only
at the front, and typically not the whole width of that. At Baalbek a wide portico with a broken pediment is
matched by four other columns round the building, with the architrave in scooped curving sections, each
ending in a projection supported by a column.


