
CHALLENGES OF SOCIOLOGICAL RESEARCH

relevance of sociological research in an age of burgeoning social media Savage and Burrows presented a series of
challenges for social researchers.

In a random sample, every person in a population has the same chance of being chosen for the study. After
some prisoners revolted by blockading themselves in their cells, the guards resorted to using increasingly
humiliating and degrading tactics to control the prisoners through psychological manipulation. The researcher
interacts with or observes a person or people, gathering data along the way. Why did this happen? There were
also significant social benefits from the experiment, including better test scores in school, lower high school
dropout rates, fewer visits to hospital, fewer accidents and injuries, and fewer mental health issues. Fieldwork
is optimal for observing how people behave. Techniques to encourage participation are often as much about an
agreement to work within the rules the researcher sets, including respondents not taking the opportunity of
consultation to vent about other unrelated council issues. The importance of image. Field Research The work
of sociology rarely happens in limited, confined spaces. The most reliable data would come from an
experimental or quasi-experimental research model in which a control group can be compared with an
experimental group using quantitative measures. As you can imagine, in a case like this, the researcher would
not want to jeopardize the accomplishments of either group of students, so the setting would be somewhat
artificial. Take advantage of technology. And, obviously, a sociological interview is not an interrogation. At
NSF Consulting we love a challenge, and our experience working at a local government level means we can
often anticipate and address a number of these challenges and in many cases, prevent them becoming
problems. Surveys As a research method, a survey collects data from subjects who respond to a series of
questions about behaviours and opinions, often in the form of a questionnaire. As the hygiene example shows,
simply identifying two topics, or variables, is not enough: Their prospective relationship must be part of the
hypothesis. The receptionist greeted him. While the insights into the social dynamics of authoritarianism it
generated were fascinating, the Stanford Prison Experiment also serves as an example of the ethical issues that
emerge when experimenting on human subjects. Lynette Savage. However, as observers, they cannot get too
involved. They were even more surprised when productivity improved when the lighting of the workspace was
dimmed. She has been designated as unable to support herself and now lives in a mental institution Grice  But
some sociologists prefer not to alert people to their presence. Classically, the sociologist selects a set of people
with similar characteristics, such as age, class, race, or education. Research Support: The Walden Advantage
Because Walden is dedicated to creating scholar-practitioners who will make a difference in their fields,
students in Walden graduate programs have an exceptional level of support for conducting research that can
effect social change. That option is not available to a researcher studying prison behaviours, early education,
or the Ku Klux Klan. Often this is a frustrating and mysterious process in which the immediate needs of
individuals are neglected so that needs of institutional processes are met. These meetings are often very
difficult for parents and students, and getting access required permission from school districts, as well as the
parents, student, and school psychologists attending each meeting. Officials brought Oxana into society, where
she was cared for and taught some human behaviours, but she never became fully socialized. The benefit of
written opinions, though, is the wealth of material that they provide. As you may imagine, a feral child is a
subject of great interest to researchers. Undercover, she applied for and worked minimum wage jobs as a
waitress, a cleaning woman, a nursing home aide, and a retail chain employee. In real life, there are rarely any
unambiguously yes-or-no answers. To test the benefits of tutoring, for example, the sociologist might expose
the experimental group of students to tutoring while the control group does not receive tutoring. Later, he was
discredited for allegedly fabricating some details of the story and The New Yorker issued an apology. These
people are invaluable for helping you consider your idea from a different angle or perspective. But people are
busy and can have other priorities. Someone should do a study. The key is having an overarching theoretical
context for your results. Offering a small cash incentive to participate in research can be an effective means of
encouraging participation. Walden Library: Extensive digital resources, as well as dedicated staff who will
help students identify, evaluate, and obtain the materials they need for their research. More support is available
through the Center for Student Success CSS , which provides the following student-centered resources: Career
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Services: Practical online tools for complete career planning, management, and advancement cycle, as well as
individual consultations. In fieldwork, the sociologists, rather than the subjects, are the ones out of their
element.


